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'»«»SS««» 
BYHANDDELIVEKY 
Cynthia T. Brown. ChieT 
Scciion of Administration. OHlee of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395ESiix:ct,SW 
Washington DC 20423-0001 

Re: West Michigan Railroad Co. - Abandonment Exemption - In Van Buren Countv. ML 
S'TB Dockei No AB-II07X 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Pursuant to the Board's abandonment class exemption proecdurcs for lines wilh no 
local business Tor at least two years (49 C.F.R. Part 1152. Subpart F). enclosed arc an original and 
11 copies oTa verilled abandonment notice of exemption encompassing a portion ofthe rail system 
ofthe West Michigan Railroad Co. 

A check in ihc amounl of S3.700.00 is enclosed to cover the applicable filing fee 

Please acknowledge receipt and filing of this notice of exemption by date stamping the 
enclosed eleventh copy and rctuming it to the courier to rciuni to me 

^oedings Sinccrcly. 

""""^^ilora 
William A Mullins 
Attoniey for West Michigan Railroad Co. 

Enclosures 
ec J Michael Carr 

Justin Gray 
ffCCavED 

JAN_8 20i3 

http://S3.700.00
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BKFOKETIIIi: 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Ducket No, AIM I07X 

\VR.ST MICHIGAN RAILROAD CO. 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN VAN BUREN COUNTY, Ml 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

" " ^ • ^ 
« ^ 

\ ^ 

Daniel A. Lakcmper, Esq. 
General Counsel 
West Miehigun Railroad Co. 
1318 S. .Inhanson Road 
Peoria, IL 61607 

William A. Mullins 
Robert A. Wimhish 
KAKI:K&MILLI :KPLLC 
2401 Penn.sylvaniH Ave., NW 
Suite 30U 
Washington, DC 20037 
Tel: (202)663-7823 
Fax: (202)663-7849 

.Ianu:ir\'8,20l3 
Attorneys for West Michigan Railroad Co. 



BEFORETHE 
SURFACETRANSPOin AITON BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

SIB Docket No. AIM 107X 

WEST MICHIGAN RAILROAD CO. 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN VAN BUREN COUNTY. Ml 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

West Michigan Railroad Co. ("WMI") hercby submits the following notice of exemption 

pursuani lo 49 CM' R. Part 1152. Subpart F (Exempt Abandonments and Discontinuances of 

Service und 'Trackage Righi.s), to abandon approximately 10.67 miles oTiailroad (hercinafier. the 

'*Linc") extending from mileposi 19.88 (west ofthe Line's crossing of 56"'SirccL near 

Lawrcnce, MI) lo milepost 30.55 (east of Kalamâ EOo Street in Paw Paw, Ml). In accordance 

with the requirements or49 C F R, gg 1152.50(h) and (d). WMI provides ihc following 

information in support of its abandonment notice 

Proposed Consummation Date: 49 C.F.R. j> 1152.50fd>(2) 

WMI expects to he able lo consummate the proposed abandonment on oi afier February 

27. 2013 (50 days after filing the notice of exemption). 

Certification: 49 C.F.R. S Il52.50fh) 

WMI certifies that the Line satisfies the criteria for ahandonment under the exemption 

provisions at 49 C F R Part 1152. Subpart F See Verificaiion of J Michael Carr. Prcsident. 

West Michigan Railroad Co. aliachcd hereto as Exhibit A. During the past two yeai's. there has 

been no local common carrier senMce piovided ovei the Line nor have there been any rcquests 



for common carrier service during that period, but portions of the Line may have been used for 

purposes of frcighl car storage. Use of the line Tor frcighl car storage, however, does not 

disi|ualify W.MI from invoking the Board's abandonment noiice of exemption procedures.' 

Additional Information Required: 49 C.F.R. SS 1 l52.22(aUn-r4). f7W8^ and lv)(4) 

llsaci name of applicant (49 CF R. S 1152 22fa)f I)): 

Wesi Michigan Railroad Co. 

Whether applicant is a common carrier bv railroad (49 C F R. § 1152 22faV2))-

WMI is a Class III common carrier by railroad subject lo ihc Boaid's jurisdiction under 

49 U S.C. Subtitle IV 

RelicTsouaht f49 C F R. S I I52.22fa1f3)l 

WMI has invoked the Board's two-year-oul-of-.serviee class exemption procedures to 

abandon approximately 10 67 miles of railroad (hereinafter, the "Line") extending from milepost 

19.88 (west ofthe Line's crossing oT56"' Sirccl. near Lawrcnce. Ml) to mileposi 30.55 (east of 

Kalamazoo Street in Paw Pnw. Ml). 

Map (49 C r.R fi 1152.22(a)(41V 

A detailed map showing the location ofthe Line is altached hereto as Exhibit B. 

ADplicam's rcpreseniative (49 C.F.R. S I I52.22fa)m). 

WMI's repre.sentaiive to whom eoirespondenee regarding this abandonment should be 

sent is as follows: 

See, e g.. Indiana Southwestern Railway Co - Abandonment Exemption - In Posey and 
Vandcrburiih Counties. Ind . S'TB Dockei No. AB I065X (S'TB served Dec. 23. 2010); cf.. 'The 
New York. Susquehanna and Western Railway Corporation - Discontinuance of Service 
F.xcmption—in Broome and Chenanuo Counties. NY. S'TB Docket No. AB-286 (Sub-No 5X) 
(S'TB served Aug 25, 2008) (distinguishing railcar storage, a private scr\Mce. fmm common 
carrier service). 



William A Mullins 
Robert A. Wimbish 
BAKER & MILLER PLLC 
2401 Pcnn.sylvania Ave . NW. Suite 300 
Washington. DC 20037 
'Tel. (202)663-7823 

Fax: (202) 663-7849 

USPS ZIP codes (49 C.F.R. S 1152.22fa)f8)): 

'The Line lies within U.S. Postal Service ZIP Codes territories 49064 and 49079. 

Rural and Community Impaci (49 C.F.R S 1152.22fe)(4)): 

Because the Line has been dormant Tor over two years. WMI anticipates no adverse rural 

or community impact will result from the propo.sed abandonment, l-'or the same reason, there 

will be no effect on regional or local transportation systems and patterns as a result of WMI's 

abandonment, and there will be no diversion oTiranic to other transportation systems or modes. 

It is WMTs undcrsianding that the proposed abandonment will facilitate the objectives of 

the State of Michigan Department of'Transporlalion ("MDO'T") lo improve roadway eondilions 

in the vicinity oTlhc Line by allowing the public rail-highway grade crossings along the Line to 

be removed MDO'T has dcteimincd that the subieet grade crossings should be repaired or 

removed, and has demanded that WMI lake remedial aclion in thai regard. WMI has concluded 

that removal oTihe subject crossings would be the more practical option under ihe 

circumstances, but. of course, to facilitate removal ofthe crossings. WMI must llrsi accomplish 

the subject abandonment, hence the reason for this abandonment notice of exemption 

The Line does not contain fcderal!y-gianted right-of-way. As appropriate. WMI is 

willing promptly to make available any inforiTiation in its possession lo anyone so rcquesling it. 



Labor Proteciion 

'The interests oTaflecicd railroad employees, if any, will be proiecicd by the conditions 

dLseussed in Oretion Short Line R. Co. - Abandonment - Goshen. 360 I.C C 91 (1979). 

Certifications 

Attached hereto as Exhibit C are Certificates of Serv'icc and Publication certifying thai 

WMI has complied with the notice and newspaper publication requirements .set forth at 49 

C F R. § 1152.50(d)(1) and 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12. rcspcclively. Attached as Exhibit D is a 

certillcalion of compliance with the advance notice requirements for Environmental and Mistoric 

Reports as set forth at 49 C F R. jj 1105.11 

Environmental and Historic Rcnort 

In keeping with its certification of eoniplianee with the provisions of 49 C.F.R. § 

1105.11. WMI has prepared a consolidated Environmental und Misioric Report ("r,&l-IR") 

conforming to the requiremenis of 49 C F R. g§ 1105.7 and 1105 8 A copy of that E&I-IR was 

previously served upon the Board's Olllcc of Environmental Analysis, but is also aliachcd hereto 

a±> Aiiachmcni I to Exhibit D (WMI's section 1105.11 certification) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Daniel A Lakemper. E.sq 
General Counsel 
West Michigan Railroad Co. 
1318 S. Johanson Road 
Peoria, IL 61607 

January 8. 2013 

William A Mullins 
Robert A. Wimbish 
BAKER & MILLER PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave , NW 
Suite 300 
Washington. DC 20037 
"Tel: (202) 663-7823 
Fax. (202)663-7849 

Attorneys Tor Wcsi Michigan Railroad Co. 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

S'FB Docket No. AIM I07X 

WEST MICHIGAN RAILROAD CO. 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN VAN BUREN COUNTY, Ml 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

EXHIBIT A 

VERIFICATION 



VERIFICATION 

I, J Michael Carr, President of We.st Michigan Railroad Co. ("WMF') hercby verify and 

certify that no local traffic has moved over the subject portion of WMI's rail system (the "Line") 

extending from milepost 19.88 (west of the Line's crossing of 56"* Street, near Lawrence, MI) to 

milepost 30 55 (east of Kalamazoo Street in Paw Paw, MI) for at leasl two years 

1 also hereby verify and certify thai there is no overhead iranic on the Line that has been, 

or would need to be, rerouted as a result ofthe proposed abandonment. I further verify and 

certify that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the Line (or filed by a state or 

local government entity acting on behalTof such user) regarding cessation of service over the 

Line either is pending with this Board or any U.S Distncl Court or has been decided in favor of 

the complainant within the said two-year period. 1 also certify that I am duly auUiorized to make 

this verincation. 

I hereby verify that the information contained in ihe foregoing abandonment noiice of 

exemption is irue and correct lo the best of my infonTiation and belief 

Dated: January,^ .2013 
J.>^ichael Carr 
'President, West Michigan Railroad Co 



BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AIM 107X 

WEST MICHIGAN RAILROAD CO. 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN VAN BUREN COUNTY, Ml 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

EXHIBIT B 

MAP 
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BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHIiNGTOiWDC 

STB Docket No. AIM 107X 

WEST MICHIGAN RAILROAD CO. 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN VAN BUREN COUNTY, Ml 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

EXHIBIT C 

CERTIFICATIONS OF 
SERVICE/PUBLICATION 



Certificate of Scn'iec 

49 C.F.R. S I l.S2.50fd)(n - Notice 

I certify that, in accordance wiih the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1152 50(d)(1), I served 
the following parties with the wrillen notice of inicnt of West Michigan Railroad Co . to use the 
Board's notice of exemption procedures to abandon approximately 10.67 miles of railroad line 
located in Van Buren Couniy, Ml: 

Public Scn'iee Commission 
Orjiakor Isiogu 
Commissioner 
Michigan Public Ser\Mce Commission 
4300 W. Saginaw Highway 
P.O. Box 30221 
Lansing. MI 48909 

Department of Defense (Military 'Traffic Management Command. Transportation 
Engineering Agency. Railroads for National Defense Program! 
David Dorfmnn 
SDDC 'TliA 
Railroads for National Defense 
709 Ward Dr., BIdg. 1990 
ScoilAFB.IL 62225 
'Telephone-(618)220-5741 

The National Park Sen'icc, Recreation Resources Assi.stance Divisi«m 
Charlie Stockman 
National Park Service 
Rivers & 'Trails Conserx'alion Progiam 
1201 l:ye Street, NW. 9lh Floor (Oig. Code 2220) 
Washington. D C. 20005 
'Telephone- (202) 354-6900 

U.S. Department of Agrieulturc, Chief of the Forest Service 
'Thomas L. 'Tidwcll, Chief 
I-'oresi Service 
U.S Department of Agriculture 
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building 
201 14th Street SW 
Wa.shinglon. DC 20024 

January 8. 2013 
Robert A. WimBish 
iZ.d^J2^^^J..J^ 
Attorney Tor West Michigan Railroad Co 



Certificate of Publication 

49 C.F.R. S 1105.12 - .Newspaper Notice 

I certify that a "Noiiee of Inienl lo Abandon" was published in the form prescribed by the 

Board for a Noliceof I£.\empiion (49 C I'.R § 1105 12). 'The notice was published one time in 

the Courier Leader (December 21. 2012). a new.spaperofgencrtil circulation in Van Buren 

County. MI. through which the subject rail line proposed for abandonment traverses. 

Januao' 8. 2013 f \ ^ . V C - ^ ^ 
Robert A Wimbish 
Attorney for West Michigan Railroad Co. 



PUBLISHER'S AFFIDAVIT 

OFFICE OF 

THE COURIER-LEADER 

PAW PAW, Ml 49079 

STATls OF MICHIGAN 

COUNTY OF VAN RUREN, 

Robin L. Racette-Grlffin 

Being duly sworn, says I am the printer of 

THECOURIER-LEADKR, 

a weekly newspaper printed and circulating in 

said county, that the annexed is a printed copy 

of a notice published In said paper, December 21, 

A D. 2012. 

Robin L Racette-Griffin^^ 
Printer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ABANDON RAIL SERVICE 
STB Docket No. AB-1107X 

West Midiigan Railroad Co. ("WMI") gives notice that on or about 
Januaiy 7,2013. it intends to flle with the Surface Ttansportauon Board, 
Washington, DC 20423, a notice of ezcmpUon pursuant to 49 CFR 1152 
Subpart F - Exempt Abandonments, pennltting WMI to atiandon approxi­
mately 10 67 miles of rail line (the "Une") located in Van Buren County, 
Michigan, extending from milepost 19.88 (west of the Line's crossing of 
S6th Street, near Lawrence, MI) to milepost 30 55 (east of Kalamazoo 
Street in Paw Paw, MI) The subject Line traverses United Stales Postal 
Zip Codes teititoncs 49064 and 49079. The proceeding will be docketed as 
STB Docket No AB-1107X. 

The proposed action entails the abandonment of, and discontinuance of 
rail service over, the Line. The Board's Office of Environmental Analysis 
(OEA) generally will prepare on Environmental Assessment (EA). which 
nonnally will be available 25 days after the filing of the abandonment 
notice of exemption 

Comments on environmental and energy matters should be filed no later 
than 15 days after the EA becomes available to the public. Such comments 
will be addressed in a Board decision. Interested persons may obtain a copy 
of the EA or make inquiries regarding environmeniol matters by wnUng to 
OEA. Surface Tkiansportation Board, 395 E Street, SW. Washington. D.C. 
20423, or by calhng that office at (202) 245-0295 
'Appropnate offers of financial assistance to continue nul service can be 

filed with the Board Rcquests for environmental conditions, pubic use con-
diUons. or rail banking^ails use also can be filed with the Board An ongi­
nal and 10 copies of any pleading that raises matters otlier than environ­
mental issues (such as trails public use, and offers of financml assistance) 
must be filed directly with the Board's Chief of the Section of 
Administration, Office of Proceedings, 395 E Street. S W, Washington, DC 
20423 |sce 49 CFR 1104.1(a) and 1104 3(a)), and one copy must be served 
on applicants* representauve |see 49 CFR 1104 12(fl)|. 

Questions regarding offers of financial assistance, public use or trails use 
may be directed to the Board's Office of Public Assistance, Governmental 
Affairs, and Compliance at 202-245-0230. Copies of any comments or 
requests for specific Board action should be served on the applicant's repre-
senUbve: WiUiam A. MuUins, BAKER & MILLER PLLC, 2401 
Pennsylvama Ave . N.W., A300. Waslungton. DC 20037; phone 
202-663-7823, fax 202-663-7849. 

21" day of December, A D. 2012. 

NOTARY PUBLIC, VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

JUOYA.JANDA 
Notary Public, VanBuren Co., Ml 

My Commission Expires 11/24/2014 



BEFORETIIIi: 
SUKFACK TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STBDuckL'lNo.AIMI07X 

WRST MICIIICAN RAILROAD CO. 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN VAN BUREN COUNTY, Ml 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

EXHIBIT D 

CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 
WITH ENVIRONMENTAL AND 

HISTORIC REPORT REQUIREMENTS 



Ccrtificalc of Comnliancc 

49 C.F.R. S 1105.11 - Advance Dislrihulion of EnvironnK'nlal and Historic Rcnort 

I hereby ccriify that, on December 18.2012, a copy of West Michigan Railroad Co.'s 
Consolidated Rnvironmcninl and llisioric Rcpori (appended hereto us AUuchmcni I) for the 
proposed ubundonment cneompasscd by S'l 13 Docket No. AB-1107X. along wiih a iransniittul 
letter confomiing to ihc requirements or49 C.F.R. § 1105.11, was served iiponihc Following 
entities as prescribed by 49 C.F.R §§ I IOS.7(b} and 110S.8(c) (a sample copy ofihe transmittal 
letters is also appended hereto as part of AUuehment I): 

Stale Clearinghouse 

Diane Burton, LARA executive OfTice 
Michigan Department ofEncrgy, Lahor& Fconomic Growth 
611 West Ottawa 
Lansing. MI 48933 
(517)373-1820 

Jeannine Farka.s. Section Secretary 
Michigan Department of Transportation 
Rail Safety Section 
425 West Ottawa 
P.O. Box 30050 
Lansing. Michigan 48909 
(517)373-8235 

Slate Environmental Protection Agency 

Jim Kaspr/ak. Chief 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 30473 
Lansing. Ml 48909-7973 
(517)241-7427 

Slate Coastal Zone Management 

Jim Milne. Chief Great Lakes Shore Lund Unit 
Michigan Department of IZnvironniental Quality 
Water Kesources Division 
525 West Allegan Sli-cei 
P.O. Box 30458 
Lansing. Ml 48909-7958 
(269) 567-3500 



Head of each couniy & I or poli l ical entity 

Chris Randall 
Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
Van Buren County 
300 W. White Oak Road 
Lawton, Ml 49065 

Ken Barnctl 
Supervisor- Lawrence Township 
205 N. Paw Paw St. 
P O. Box 442 
Lawrence. Ml 49064-0442 

David Richai-dson 
Supervisor- Paw Paw Township 
Township Mall Building 
II4N. GrcmpsSt. 
Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Mary Webster 
Village President - Village of Lawi-cnce 
PO Box 217 
157 N. Paw Paw 
Lawrcnce, Ml 49079 

Larry Nielsen 
Village Manager - Village of Pmv Paw 
111 LL. Michigan Ave 
Paw Paw, Michigan 49079-0179 

Regional Office of Ihc Envimnmenlal PrutccHon Agency 

Susun Medman, Region 5 Administrator 
US Environmcnial Protection Agency - Region 5 
Muilcode: KI9J 
77 W. Jackson Blvd 
Chicago. IL 60604 
(312)886-3000 

The US Fish & Wildlife Service 

Tom Meliuii, Regional Director - Midwest Region 
U.S. Pish and Wildlife Service 
5600 American Blvd. West. Suite 990 
Bloomington. MN 55437-1458 
(612)71.1-5360 



U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 

Commander James L. Booth 
IZxeculive Onicc 
U S Amiy Corps of Engineers Detroit District 
477 Michigan Ave 
Detroit, Ml 48226 

The National Park Ser\'ice 

Charlie Stockman 
Rivers. Trails and Conservation Assistance Program 
National Park Service - RTCA Program 
1201 Eye St.. NW. 9th Floor (Org Code 2240) 
Washington. DC 20005 

Natural Resources Conscr\'alion Scr\'iee 

Garry Lee. Stale Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conscr\'ation Service 
3001 Coolidge Road, Suite 250 
Easi Lansing. Michigan 48823 
(517)324-5270 

US Soil Conscr\'alion Ser\'icc 

Dave White, Chief 
USDA. NRCS. Omce oflhe Chief 
1400 Independence Ave.. SW. Room 5105-A 
Washington, DC 20250 
(202) 720-7246 

National Geudelic Sur\'cy 

Juliana Blackwell. Director 
National Geodetic Survey 
l3l5Easi-Westllighway 
Silver Spring. MD 20910-3282 
(301)713-3242 

Slate Historic Pre.ser\'alinn 

Brian D Conway. Michigan State Historic Preservation Olllcer 
Michigan State I lousing Development Auihoriiy - Slate I lisioric Preservation OlTice 
735 l i . Michigan Avenue 
P 0. Box 30044 
Lansing. MI 48909 
(517)373-8370 



Public Ser\'iee Cunimi.ssion 

Orjiakor Isiogu 
Commi.ssioner - Michigan Public Service Commission 
4300 W. Saginaw l-Iighway 
P.O. Box 30221 
Lansing. MI 48909 

Department of Defense (Mililar>' Traffic Management Command, Transportation 
Engineering Agency, Railroads for National Defense Program) 

David Dorfman 
SDDC TEA 
Railroads for National Defense 
709 Ward Dr., BIdg. 1990 
Scott AFB.IL 62225 
Telephone: (618)220-5741 

The National Park Ser\'icc, Recreation Resources A.ssislancc Division 

Charlie Stockman 
National Park Sen'ice - Rivers & Trails Con<;crvation Program 
1201 Eye Strcei. NW. 9th Floor (Org. Code 2220) 
Washington, D C. 20005 
Telephone: (202) 354-6900 

U.S. Departmenl of Agriculture, Chief of Ihc Forcsl Scr\'icc 

Thomas L. Tidwcll. Chief 
l-orcst Seivicc 
U S Departmenl of Agriculture 
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building 
201 14lh Street SW 
Washington. DC 20024 

Sj^iMdJ^ 
Robert A. Wimbish 
Aliomey for West Michigan Railroad Co. 

January 8.2013 



ATTACHMENT I 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

INCLUDING SAMPLE TRANSMITTAL LETTER 



BEFORE TIIE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Dockei No. AB-1107X 

WEST MICHIGAN RAILROAD CO. 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN VAN BUREN COUNTV, Ml 

CONSOLIDATED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

William A. Mullins 
Robert A. Wimbish 
BAKKK & M1LI.KK PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Suite .100 
Washington, DC 20037 
Tel: (2»'2) 663-7»23 
wniullins@hukerandmillcr.ciim 

December 18. 2012 Attnrncys for West Michigan Railroad Co. 

mailto:wniullins@hukerandmillcr.ciim


BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AIM 107X 

WEST MICHIGAN RAILROAD CO. 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN VAN BUREN COUNTV, Ml 

CONSOLIDATED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

In the abovc-captioncd proceeding. We.st Michigan Railroad Co. ('"WMI") intends to 
abandon approximately 10.67 miles of niilroad (hereinafter, Ihe "Line'') extending from milepost 
19.88 (west of ihc Line's crossing of Stf"* Street, near Lawrence, MI) to mileposi 30.55 (east of 
Kalama:coo Street in Paw Pnw, MI) The Line proposed for abandonment is located entirely in 
Van Buren County, Michigan. In accordance with 49 CFR §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8, WMI hereby 
submits the following consolidated Environmental and I listoiic Report (•*E&I-IR'' or "'Report"): 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

(1) PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES 

Describe Ihe propu.scd action, including commodities transported, Ihe planned disposition 
(if any) of any rail line and olher structures Ihat may be involved, and any possible changes 
in current opcrulions or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable altcrnalivcs 
lo Ihc proposed aclion. include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating 
the project. 

WMl' proposes to abandon approximately 10 67 miles of rail line (exlending from 
milepost 19.88 (west ofthe Line's ci-o.ssing of 56'** Street, near Lawrence, MI) lo mileposi 30.55 
(cast ofKalamazoo Street m Paw Paw, MI). The Line is located in Van Buren County, 
Michigan. A map dclineaiing the proposed project/abandonment is altached as Exhibit 1. U|X)n 
obtaining authority to abandon the Line. WMI plans lo remove the Line's rail nnd salvageable 
track material (such as tic plates, fasteners, cmssties. and. possibly, the upper layer of ballast), 
and will dispose ofthe underlying real estate comprising the Line's righi-of-way to ihe extent it 
is held in fee by WMI 

The Line has been out of ser\'ice for over two years, and WMI may therefore avail itself 

' WMI IS among 17 Class III lailroads commonly conlrolled by Pioneer Railcoip ("Pioneer*). 
See Pioneer Railcorp - Continuance in Control Exemption - Geortiia Southern Railway Co.. 
STB I'inancc Docket No. 35323 (STB served December 2, 2009). 



of the Iwo-year-out-of-servicc abandonment provision al 49 CFR part 1152. subpart F (Exempt 
Abandonments and Discontinuances of Service and Trackage Righis) 

WMI docs not intend as part of its planned track salvage and/or re-deployment to disturb 
the sub-grade or sub-grade structures, and it will not engage in any excavation or soil/ground 
disturbance activities. Abandonment and the resuliani salvage ofthe Line will eliminate 34 ai-
grade rail-highway crossings - 14 private crossing.s, und 20 public crossings. 

The only alternative to abandonment would be for WMI not to abandon the Line, and 
instead lo retain the Line, and lo incur lo.sscs a.ssociaied wiih the ownership of unused rail a.sseis. 
In addition, the Michigan Department of Transportation ("MDOT'') has informed WMI that the 
public ai-grade cro.ssings along the Line are regarded by MDOT as a burden on local highway 
unnspoitation. For this reason, MDOT has demanded WMI either lo improve crossing surface 
conditions (potentially al costs lo be borne by local iranspoi lation authorities and municipalities 
that ultimately may be responsible for crossing surfaces upkeep) or to remove ihe crossings. 
Accordingly, the proposed abandonment would advance MDOT's highway transportation 
objectives The no-action aliernaiive, in which the mil assets would rcmain in place, would 
frustrate WMI's and, by extension. Pioneer's to extract value from otherwise unused assets, and, 
as appropriate, to rc-depioy certain ofthe Line's rail assets on other Pioneer-conirolled railroads. 
The no-aclion allei native would also force certain at-grade ci-o.ssing surface improvcmenl costs 
upon WMI and the surrounding communities. 

(2) TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 

Describe the effects ofthe propo.sed action on regional or local transportation systems and 
patterns. Estimate Ihe amounl uf traffie (passenger or freight) Ihat will he diverted to 
other transportation .systems or modes as a result ofthe proposed action. 

The Line has been inactive for over two years, and. for this reason, the proposed 
abandonment will have no impacl on regional or local transportation systems and patterns. No 
passenger or freight traffic would be diverted to olher systems or modes as a result oflhe 
proposed alTandonnicnl. 

(3) LAND USE 

(i) Based on consultation wilh local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a 
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, stale 
whether the proposed aclion is consisteni with existing land use plans. 
Describe any inconsistencies. 

WMI believes ihat the proposed abandonment is consistent with, and would promote, 
exi.sting land use plans. The land adjoining the Line consists of rural open lands (fields), forested 
area.s. icsideniial (.suburban-style) communities, and light industiial .sites. 

By letters dated December 18, 2012, copies of this Report have been mailed to the 
appropriate local and stale conlacis. including rcprcsentatives of Van Buren Couniy. Lawrence 
Township. Paw Paw Township, Village of Lawrence, und the Village of Paw Paw for their input 
and commcni. Sec E&I-IR Consultation Letter Example and Scr\'ice List, attached as Exhibit 2 



(ii) Based on consultation wilh the U.S. Soil Conservation Ser>'icc, stale the effect 
oflhe proposed action on any prime agricultural land. 

WMI does not believe thai there Is any prime agricultural land Ihat would be adversely 
alVccied by the proposed abandonment. As indicated above, the land through which Ihc Line 
traverses includes nat terrain and some rolling hills. Furthermore, the proposed abandonment 
should not in any way contribute to farmland loss, and could in fact permii the abandoned right-
of-way to be converted, whcrc practicable, lo farmland use. Nevertheless, WMI has notified the 
United Stales Departmenl of Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservation Service ofthe 
proposed abandonment by letter dated Dccembei 18.2012 (to which letter this E&I IR was 
appended), soliciting input on the proposed abandonment's potential effects on prime 
agricultural land. Sec E&I IR Consultation Lettei Example und Service List, attached as Exhibii 
2 

(iii) If the aclion affects land f»r walcr uses within a designated coastal zone, 
include the coastal xonc information required by 11U5.9. 

WMI has reviewed ihc Michigan Depuiimeni of Environmental Quality, Water 
Resources Division's C'MDEQWR'') Coastal Zone Boundary Maps and detciimned that the 
proposed abandonment would not be subjccl to review under any coastal zone management plan. 
Nevertheless, to assure compliance with the rcquircments of 49 CFR § 1105.9, WMI has served 
a copy of this Report on MDEQWR by letter dated December 18.2012. See L&IIR Consultation 
Letter Example and Service List, attached as Exhibii 2. 

(iv) If the proposed action is an ahandonment, state whether ur not the right-of-
way is suitable for alternative public u.se under 49 U.S.C. 10905 and explain 
why. 

WMI believes thai ihe Line might be suitable for altcmalc public u.se For example, the 
Line's right-of-way might be suited foi use as a recreational trail 

(4) ENERGY 

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation uf energy 
resources. 

Theic has been no local or overhead traffic on the Line in at least two years, and. for this 
reason, the proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transponalion of energy resources 

(ii) Describe the effect ofthe proposed action un recyclable commodities. 

Because Ihc Line hâ  hccii inactive for two years, the proposed ahandonmenl should have no 
cffcci on ihc (raiisportalioii aiid/oi recovery of recyclable cuiiimodiiius 

(iii) State whether the propcsed aclion will result in an increase ur decrease in 
overall energj' efficiency and explain why. 

Bccau.se ihe proposed abandonment involves an oui-of-use mil line, the abandonment 
should have no cITeet on overall energy usage 

http://Bccau.se


(iv) If Ihc proposed aclion will cause diversions from rail lo mutor carriage uf 
more than: 

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or 

(B) An average of SO rail carloads per mile per year for any pari of 
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy 
consumption and show the data and methodology u.scd tu 
arrive at the figure given. 

The Lino has been inactive for at least two years There will be no diversion of traffic to 
moioi carriers as a result ofthe proposed abandonment, and, by extension, there will be no traffic 
diversions that would exceed the ihrcsholds slated above. 

(5) AIR 

(i) If the propo.sed aclion will result in either: 

(A) An increase in rail IrafTic uf at least 100 percent (measured in gross 
tun miles annually) ur an incrca.sc of al lea.sl eight trains a day on any 
scgmeni of rail line affected by the proposal, or 

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 10(1 percent (measured by 
carload activity), or 

(C) An average incrca.sc in truck traflle uf morc than 10 percent uf the 
average daily Iraffic ur 50 vehicles a day on any affected road 
segment, quantify the anticipated effect un air emissions. Fur a 
prupusal under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 10505) tu cunstruct a new line or 
reinstilutc service over a previously abandoned line, unly the eight 
train a day provision in suh-seetiun (5)(i)(A) will apply. 

The above ihrcsholds will not be exceeded. 

(ii) If Ihe proposed acliun affects a cla.ss I nr nun-altainnienl arca under Ihe 
Clean Air Act, and will result in either: 

(A) An increase in rail traffic ur at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton 
miles annually) or an increase uf al least three trains a day on any 
scgmeni of rail line, 

(B) An inerea.sc in rail yard activity uf at least 20 percent (measured by 
carluad aclivil>')) or 

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of mure than 10 percent uf the 
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day un a given road segment, Ihe 
slate whether any expected increa.sed emLssions arc within the 
parameters established by the State Implcnienlatiun Plan. Iluwever, 
fur a rail cunslruction 49 U.S.C. I090l(ur 49 U.S.C. I0.>05), ur a ca.sc 
involving (he rcinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line. 



unly Ihc Ihrec train a day thrcshuld in this item shall apply. 

Ba.sed upon 40 CPR § 81 323, WMI believes that Van Burcn Couniy is not designated as 
a non-atlainmeni arca, and that the above-stated thresholds arc therefore inapplicable 
Nevertheless, Ihc above thresholds will not be exceeded 

(iii) If transpurtation uf ozone depleting materials (such as nilrugen uxide and 
frcnn) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; Ihc frequency of 
ser\'icc; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's 
safely record (to the extent available) un derailments, accidents and spilLs, 
contingency plans to deal wilh accidental spilLs; and Ihe likelihoud uf an 
accidental release of o/une depleting materials in the eveni of a collision or 
derailment. 

Not applicable 

(6) NOISE 

Ifany ofthe thresholds identified in item (5)(i) uf this section arc surpassed, .slate 
whether the proposed aclion will cause: 

(i) An incremental increase in nuise levels of Ihrec decibels Ldn ur more; or 

(ii) an increase to a noise level uf 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If su, identify 
sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, huspitnKs, residences, rcliremenl 
eummunilies, and nui-sing homes) in the prnjcct arca, and quantify the noise 
increase fur these receptors if the Ihrcshulds are surpassed. 

None oflhe thresholds in item 5(i) of this section will be exceeded. 

(7) SAFETY 

(i) Describe any effects uf the prupuscd action un public health and safel>' 
(including vehicle delay time al railroad grade crfissing.s). 

The proposed abandonmcnl of a long-out-of-service rail line should have no material 
adverse impacl on public health and safely. In fact, if the abandonment is granlL*d and the Line is 
salvaged. WMI will close permanently 20 public road cro.ssings and 14 private crossings, thereby 
enhancing safely by facilitating MDOT's interest in safer driving condition.s. nnd eliminating 
dismictions lo vehicular tralllc crossing Ihe Line 

(ii) If ha/ai-dnus materials are expected lo be transported , identify: the 
materials nnd quantity; the frequency of scr\'icc; whether chemicals arc 
being transported Ihal, if mixed, enuld react in furni morc hazarduus 
cumpuunds; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the 
applicant's safely record (lu the extent available) on derailments, accidents 
and hazardous spills; the cunlingeney plans lo deal with accidental spills; and 
Ihe likelihood of an accidental release of ha/.arduus niatcriaLs. 



No hazardous maicnals arc expected to be transported, and, indeed, no traffic of any kind 
has moved over ihc Line in morc ihan two years. 

(iii) If Ihere are any knuwn ha/.ardous waste sites ur sites where there have been 
known hazarduus materials spills on Ihc right-of-way; identify the lucation of 
thuse sites and Ihe types uf hazardous materials invulvcd. 

WMI has no knowledge of hazardous wa.sie sites or sites wherc there have been known 
hazardous malerials spills on the Line's right-of-way or on adjacent land. 

(8) BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

(i) Based un consultaliun with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser\'icc, slate whether 
Ihe propused action is likely to adversely affect endangered ur threatened 
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if su, describe the effects. 

WMI does not believe that the proposed action is likely to adversely afl'ecl endangered ui 
ihrcalcned species or areas designated as a critical habitat WMI hiis notified ihc regional office 
oflhe U S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("USF&W") in an effort lo delcrminc whether ihe 
proposed alxuidonmcnl will adversely affect endangered or ihrealcncd species or areas 
designated as critical habitat. A copy of this Report was atlaehed lo the letter sen! lo USF&W 
See E&I IR Consultation Lcilcr Example and Service List, altached as Exhibii 2 

WMI's proposed rail salvage activities would take place entirely upon exisling WMI 
right-of-way. Access to WMI's right-of-way for purposes of any salvage activity would be 
accomplished via the right-of-way itself, and/or via existing public and/or private grade 
crossings. 'I he proposed abandonment and anticipuicd track salvage would nut require ihe 
creation ofncwaccess points to the Line, and would noi involve removal of trees or other 
wildlife habiial on lands adjacent lo the exisling railroad right-of-way. 

(ii) Stale whether wildlife sanctuaries ur refuges, National ur State parks or 
forests will be uffccled, and describe any effects. 

Based on investigation, WMI is unaware of any wildlife sanciuaries or rcfugcs. National 
nr Stale parks or forcsis that would be adversely alTccled by the proposed abandonmeni 
Nevertheless, WMI has noiified ihe National Park Service (''NPS*') oflhe proposed 
abandonmcnl. A copy of ihis Report was attached lo the letter sent to NPS. See E&HR 
Consultation Letter Example and Serx'ice List, attached as Exhibit 2. 

(9) WATER 

(i) Ba.sed on consultaliim with State water qualit}' officials, slate whether Ihe 
prupu.sed acliun is consistent with applicable Federal, State ur local water 
quality standards. Describe any incunsistcncics. 

WMI IS eonlldcnt that the proposed abandonmeni will be consisienl with applicable water 
quality standards. In connection with Ihis issue, WMI has contacted the Michigan Departmenl of 
Environmental Quality C*MDEQ'') and the United Stales Environmental Proteciion Agency 



("USEPA") by letters daicd December 18, 2012 A copy of this rcport was altached to each of 
the letters. Sec E&I-IR Consulialion Letter Example and Service List, attached as Exhibit 2. 

As indicated above, WMI anticipates thai, following the effective dale oflhe subjeci 
abandonment exemption noiiee. it will engage in the .salvage ofthe Line's track and track 
material. But any such track salvage aciiviiies will lake place above ihe surface ofthe ground, 
and, thus, salvage will noi involve any excavation, grading, or other ground or soil disturbance. 
As a result, the proposed abandonmeni will not trigger the need for any storm water miiigaiion, 
including a National Pollutuni Discharge Elimination System ("'.NPDES") permit. 

(ii) Based un consulialion with the U.S. Army Corps uf Engineers, slate whether 
permits under scctiun 404 of the Clean Water Acl (33 U.S.C. 1344) are 
required for the propused action and whether any designated wetlands or 
100-ycar fluud plains will be affected. Describe the effects. 

WMI believes ihal - (1) no permits under section 404 oflhe Clean Water Acl will be 
required for Ihe proposed abandonment, and (2) no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains 
will be alTecicd. Upon receiving abandonmeni auihoriiy, rcmoval of track material will be 
accomplished by use ofthe right-of-way for access, along with access via exisling public and 
private crossings as neccs.saiy No new access roads will be created for purposes of track 
salvage. WMI will not disturb any ofthe Line's underlying roadbed, nor will it undertake any 
ground disturbance activmcs that would cau.se sedimentation or erosion of the soil (such as 
excavation or grading), and WMI docs not anticipate any drcdging or use of fill in the rcmoval of 
the track material. Moreover, WMI does not anticipate undertaking any salvage activity that 
would disturb sircams, sireambcds, or wetlands. The ciosslics and/or other debris associated 
with .salvage, if removed, will be iranspoi ted away from the Line, and will not he discarded 
along the right-of-way. Such materials will not be placed or left in streams or wetlands, or along 
the banks of such waterways. Also, during track removal, appropriate measures will be 
implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubncanis or any other pollutant materials 
from entering any waleiways. For these reasons, WMI believes thai a permit under Section 404 
oflhe Clean Walcr Acl will noi be rcquircd. 

WMI has contacted ihe U.S. Ai my Corps of Engineers-by letter dated December 18. 
2012 A copy of this Report was attached to the leiicr Sec E&IIR Consultation Letter Example 
and Sci-vice List, attached as Exhibit 2. 

(iii) Slate whether permits under scciion 402 of the Clean Water Aet (33 U.S.C. 
1342) arc rcquircd fur the propo.sed action. 

WMI believes ihai no pcimii under section 402 oflhe Clean Water Act would be required 
for the ubundonment. (See discussion in scciion 9 (i) and (ii), above.) Neverihelcss. WMI has 
contacted the MDEQand the USEPA by letter dated December 18,2012. seeking guidance on 
any potential walcr quality impacts (based on applicable water quality standards) and in 
determining whether ihe proposed abandonment is consisienl wilh such federal, state, or local 
standards. A copy of this rcport was attached to the letter. Sec E&l-IR Consulialion Letter 
Example and Serx'ice List, attached as Exhibit 2 
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(10) PROPOSED MITIGATION 

Describe any actions that are proposed lo mitigate adverse environmental impacts, 
indicating why Ihe proposed mitigation is appropriate. 

WMI docs not expect any adverse environmental impact will result from the propo.sed 
abandonment and, therefore, is ofthe opinion that mitigating aclion is unnecessary WMI will, 
of course, cooperate in any further evaluation of proposed remedial/mitigation actions which 
inlercsicd federal, state, and/or local agencies may recommend lo the Board. 

(11) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR RAIL CONSTRUCTIONS 

Not applicable 



HISTORIC REPORT 

49CFRSII05.8fd): 

(1) A.U.S.G.S. topographic map (ur alternate map drawn {» scale and sufficiently 
detailed tu shnw buildings and other .structures in the vicinity ofthe propo.sed 
action) shnwing the lucaliun oflhe proposed aclion, and the locatiuns and 
approximate dimensions uf railruad structures Ihat are 50 years uld or uldcr and 
are part ofthe proposed action; 

Topographic maps depicting the location ofthe proposed abandonmcnl and the location 
of slruciurcs that arc 50 years old or older and ihat are located along the Line are altached as 
Exhibit 3. These maps aie being supplied to the Michigan Stale Mousing Development 
Authority - Siaic Historic Preservation Ofileu ("MISHPO") as part of a complcic copy of this 
rcport. WMI understands that there are 2 railroad structures on the Line that arc believed to be 
50 years old or older, each of them a bridge. 

(2) A written description uf the right-uf-way (including approximate widths, lu the 
extent knuwn), and the topugraphy and urban and/or rural characteristics oflhe 
.surrounding area; 

According lo WMI rccords, the Line's right-of-way is prcdominanlly 50 feet in width. 
The Line runs adjacent lo lands of varying uses, langmg from forested open land and ruial 
farmland lo commercial and rcsidcniial areas. The topography is generally flat, with some 
lolling hills 

(3) Good quality pholugraplis (actual pholugraphic prints, noi photucupies) of i*ailroad 
structures on Ihc property that are 50 years old ur older and ofthe immediately 
surrounding area; 

WMI has deleimined that thcrc are two strueiuics along Ihe Line - each of them are 
trestles or bridges - that may be 50 years old or older, and the location of each such struciurc is 
shown on the U.S.G S. maps attached as Exhibit 3.^ The two bridges arc as follows* (1) a 
roughly 37' steel and wood tre.slle at milepost 22.54, and (2) a roughly 67' wooden spun at 
mileposi 29.8. WMI has photographed and documented each of these strucluies. and has 
supplied original photographs of each such slniclurc to MISI-IPO for evaluation. (Copies of ihc 
aforementioned photographs are attached herelo as Exhibii 4 ) Aside from the maieriuls included 
in Exhibit 4. WMI docs noi have any additional information in its possession (such as 
engineering diagrams or other rccords) thai would be useful in aiding in any historical simcturcs 
analysis. 

WMI does noi anticipate removing or dismantling cither ofthe two bridges.. 

WMI has no records permitling ii to conllrm dcllnitivcly thai the two budges aic indeed 5U 
years old or oldei Based on construeiion, design, and current condition, WMI is of an opinion, 
however, ihal the two bridges are most likely at leasl 50 years old 



(4) The ddtc(s) of eonslrucliun uf Ihe struclurc(s), and the date(s) and extent uf any 
major alterations, tu the extent such infonnatiun is knuwn; 

According lo the limiied informaiion in WMI's pos.scssion, the two bridges along the 
Line are believed to have been built at least 50 years ago. WMI does not know when these two 
bridges were buill, and has no construction or engineering records thai could aid in dctcnnining a 
likely construction date. WMI has not undertaken any major improvements lo ihese biidges 
during the lime thai WMI has owned the Line. 

(5) A brief narrative histur)' uf carrier opcraliuns in Ihe area, and an explanatiun of 
what, ifany, changes are cuntemplaled as a resull of Ihe proposed acliun; 

WMI has no historical records of its own relating to Ihc Line. Based on research, 
however, WMI understands that the Line was conslruclcd by the Toledo and South 1-lavcn 
Railroad (•'TSI-IR'") in 1877. 'fSllR was a predecessor to the Pcrc Maiquelie Railway, which 
became a subsidiary oflhe Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Company ("C&O''). In 1986. C&O 
.sold the Line to Southwestern Michigan Railroad Company, Inc., d/b/a Kalama700, Uike Shore 
& Chicago Railway ("'KLSC") pursuant lo Southwestern Michiaan Railroad Company. Inc., 
d/b/a Kalamazoo. Lake Shore & Chicatio Railway - Acquisition and Operation Exemption - The 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Comoany. ICC Finance Docket No. 30803 (ICC served Apr. 22, 
1986). 

WMI (formerly known as West Jersey Railroad Co.) assumed operation ofthe Line in 
June of 1995 upon KLSC's bankruptcy, and later in the same year acquired ihe Line ihrougb the 
KLSC bankruptcy proceeding. See West Michigan Railroad Co. - Purchase and Operation 
Exemption - Rail Line ofthe Kalamazoo. Lake Shore & Chicago Railway Co Between l-lartford 
and Paw Paw. Michitian. ICC Finance Docket No. 32787 ̂  

WMI is unaware oflhe exlcnl to which KLSC or C&O (or C&O's predccc.s.sors may 
have modilled the Line or the liack and track structures along the Line, although WMI 
discovered that portions oflhe Line were without track ai ihe lime WMI acquired the Line in 
1995*' 

WMI intends, upon the eiTectiveness oflhe ahandonment exemption, lo Icmiinate its rail 
common carrier obligation over, and lo abandon, the Line. WMI would salvage the rail and 
irack material that po.ssesses positive net salvage value, and potentially may opt lo re-deploy 
salvaged items on other Pioneei-conirolled rail lines WMI docs not intend lo dismantle or 
remove any bridges along the Line The righl-of-W£iy will eithei be disposed of or the easements 
will be relinquished (to the extent WMI does not own in fee any portion ofthe subjeci right-of-
way), or Ihc corridor may be prcservud under an interim trail use arrangcmcni. 

^ WMI IS a subsidiary of short line holding company Pioneer Railcorp. 

* For example, at ihe time WMI sought ICC authority to acquirc the Line, WMI pointed out that 
the portion ofthe Line between milepost 30 30 and the ends oflhe line at mileposi 30.55 was 
without track WMI presumed thai KLSC may have rcmoved ihc track wilhoul first obtaining 
ICC abandonment authority. 

to 



(6) A brief summary of ducunienls in the carrier's possession, such as engineering 
drawings, Ihal might be u.seful in ducumcnling a structure thai is found lu be 
h is 1 uric; 

As indicated above, ihc Line appears lo have been buili in the early 1870s, bul WMI is 
one of many subsequent owners of these rail assets. WMI was not supplied wilh, and docs noi 
have, engineering drawings of the two bridges idenlined above. In fact, the only relevant 
documenis in WMFs possession have been included in Exhibii 4. 

(7) An opinion (based on readily available information in the railruad's pussessiun) as 
lu whether the site and/or structures meet the crilcria fur li.sting nn the National 
Register uf Historic Places (36 C.F.R. § 60.4), and whether there is a likelihuud of 
archculogical resources or any uther previuusly unknown historic propcrlics in the 
prujecl area, and the basis for these opinions (including any consultatiuns with the 
Slate Historic Preser%'ation Office, local liislurical societies or universilies); 

As indicated above, WMI's rccords indicate that therc are 2 structures (bridges) on or 
adjacent lo the Line thai WMI Ixlievcs may be 50 yeure old or oldci. In WMI's opinion, these 
structures would not meet the criteria for listing on ihe National Register of Historic Places As 
Ihe photographs supplied lo MISI-IPO suggest, none oflhe subiecl siiuctures appeals to have 
unique or otherwise significant design characteristics. Morcovcr. neither of these simcturcs is 
linked lo events or historic significance WMI understands Ihal Ihe iwo bridges in question could 
rcmain in use in the event that the Line's right-of-way was to be converted into recrcalional trail 
And, again, WMI has no plans lo remove or alter either ofthe two bridges located along the line 
(aside fiom possibly rcmoving the rail and olher track material located upon or along the 
simcturcs). 

WMI is unaware ofany archcological resources or any other previously unknown historic 
properties on the Line's right-of-way. 

(8) A description (based on readily available information in Ihe niilruad*s possession) of 
any knuwn priur subsurface ground di.sturbance nr fill, envirnnmental conditions 
(naturally occurring or manmade) thai might affect the archenlugieal recuvcry nf 
rcsuurces (such as swampy cnnditions or the presence uf toxic waste), and the 
surrounding lerrain. 

WMI has no records of. and is unaware of. any known subsurface ground disturbance or 
nil. or environmental conditions that might arCcet the recovery of archcological resources. 
Undoubtedly, track woik and/or consliuction has occurred regularly over the many years thai the 
Line has been in operation Such work may have affected the potential foi recovery of 
archcological rc.sources. 
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STB Docket No. A B-
SERVICE LIST pursiiiinl to I lf)5.7 

Stale Cleiiringhoiise 

Diane Burton, LARA Executive Office 
Michigan Dcpailnient of Energy, Labor & Economic Grouih 
611 WcslOltawa 
Lan.sing, Ml 48933 
(517)373-1820 

Jeannine Farkas, Section Secretary 
Michigan Department of Transportation 
Rail Safely Section 
425 West Ottawa 
P.O. Box 30050 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
(517)373-8235 

State Environmental Proleetion Agency 

Jim Kasprzak, Chief 
Michigan Department of Bnyironmcnial Quality 
PO. Box 30473 
Lansing, Ml 48909-7973 
(517)241-7427 

Stale Coastal Zone Management 

Jim Milne. Chief Great Lakes Shore Land Unit 
Michigan Departmenl of Envirenmenial Quality 
Water Resources Division 
525 West Allegan Streci 
P.O. Box 30458 
Lansing, Ml 48909-7958 
(269) 567-3500 



Head of each county &/ or polilical eniity 

Chris Randall 
Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
Van Buren Couniy 
300 W White Oak Road 
Lawton. Ml 49065 

Ken Barnctl 
Supervisor 
Lawrence Township 
205 N. Paw Paw St. 
1^0. Box 442 
Lawrence, Ml 49064-0442 

David Richardson 
Supervisor 
Paw Paw Township 
'fownship Hall Building 
1I4N. Grcmp.sSl. 
Paw Paw, Ml 49079 

Maiy Webster 
Village President 
Village of Lawrence 
PO Box 217 
157 N. Paw Paw 
Lawrence. MI 49079 

Larry Nielsen 
Village Manager 
Village of Paw Paw 
III \Z. Michigan Ave 
Paw Paw, Michigan 49079-0179 

Regional Office ofthe Envirunmcntal Proleclion Agency 

Su.san Hcdnian, Region 5 Administraloi 
US Environmental Proteciion Agency - Region 5 
Mailcodc. RI9J 
77 W. Jackson Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60604 
(312)886-3000 



The US Fish <& Wildlife Service 

Tom Melius, Regional Director 
Midwest Region 
U S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
5600 American Blvd West, Suite 990 
Bloomington, MN 55437-1458 
(612)713-5360 

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 

Commander James L. Booth 
Executive OfHce 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Detroit District 
477 Michigan Ave 
Detroit, MI 48226 

The National Park Service 

Charlie Stockman 
Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program 
National Park Service 
RTCA Program 
1201 Eye Si., NW, 9lh Floor (Org Code 2240) 
Washington, DC 20005 

Nrtlural Resources Conservation Ser\'iee 

Garry Lee, State Conscrvationi.sl 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
3001 Coolidge Road, Suite 250 
East Lansing, Michigan 48823 
(517)324-5270 

US Soil Conservation Ser\'icc 

Dave While, Chief 
USDA. NRCS, Omec oflhe Chief 
1400 Independence Ave, SW, Room 5105-A 
Washingion, DC 20250 
(202) 720-7246 



National Geodelic Survey 

Juliana Blackwell, Direcior 
National Geodetic Survey 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silvei Spring, MD 20910-3282 
(301)713-3242 

Stale Historic Prcscrvaliun 

Brian D. Conway, Michigan State Histoiic Preservation Otl'icer 
Michigan Stale Mousing Development Authority - Slate Historic Prcservaiion OfTice 
735 E. Michigan Avenue 
P.O. Box 30044 
Lansing, Ml 48909 
(517)373-8370 



Advance Notice Conlacis 

Service List pursuani lo 1152.50 

Public Service Commission 

Oijiakoi Isiogu 
Commissioner 
Michigan Public Service Commission 
4300 W Saginaw Highway 
P.O. Box 30221 
Lansing, Ml 48909 
Denartmcnt of Defense CMilitan' Traffic Management Command, Transnortation 
Engincerini'Aacnev. Railroads for National Defense Program) 

David Dorfman 
SDDC TEA 
Railroads for National Defon.se 
709 Ward Dr, BIdg. 1990 
Scott AFB.IL 62225 
Telephone. (618) 220-5741 

The National Park Service, Recreation Resources A.ssislance Division 

Charlie Slockman 
National Paik Service 
Rivers & Trails Conscrvalion Program 
1201 Eye Street, NW, 9ih Floor (Org. Code 2220) 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202) 354-6900 

U.S. Department of AHriculturc, Chief of the Forest Service 

Thomas L Tidwell, Chief 
Forcsl Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building 
201 14lh Street SW 
Washington, DC 20024 

http://Defon.se
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December 18, 2012 

Thomas L. Tidwell, Chief 
Forest Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Sidney R Yates I'cderal Building 
201 14lh Street SW 
Washinglon, DC 20024 

RE: 

Dear Chief Tidwcll: 

West Michigan RaihoadCo - Ahandonment Exemption - In l̂ 'an Buren 
County. Ml, STB Docket No AB-1107X 

On or aboul January 7.2013, Wesi Michigan Railroad Company (-WMI") expects to file 
with Ihc Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Nonce of Exemplion pursuant to 49 CF R. 
Part 1152. Subpart F (Exempt Abandonments, ct al) , in which WMI will seek to abandon 
approximately 10.67 miles of rail line located in Van Buren Couniy, Michigan. The subjeci lail 
line proposed foi abandonment (the "Line") extends from mileposi 19.88 (west oflhe Line's 
crossing of 56" Street, near Lawrence, Ml) to mileposi 30.55 (east ofKalamazoo Street in Paw 
Paw, MI). Tlie Line traverses United Stales Postal Zip Code terriioiies 49064 and 49079. 

Attached is a consolidated Environmental and Histoiic Report (the "E(fel-IR" or "Report") 
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic cfTcci.s. as well as 
maps ofthe afFecled area. We are providing you with Uiis Report so that you may review the 
information ihat will form the basis foi die STB's independent environmental analysis ofthe 
pioposed rail line abandonment Ifany oflhe mlbnnalion in the attached E&HR is misleading 
or incoirccl, if you believe Ihal pertineni informaiion is missing, oi if you hava any questions 
about the STB's enviroiimental review process, please conlaci the Office of Hnvironmental 
Analysis ('OEA"). .Surface Transportation Board, 395 h Slrecl, SW. Waslungton. DC 20/t23-
0001; TEL. (202) 245-0295. and refer io STR Docket No. A B-1107X You may also conlaci the 
undersigned counsel foi WMI Because sfalutes and reg'ilations applicable lo rail line 
al'andoninenis impose stiingenl deadlines for piocessing this action, your wjillen commenis lo 
OEA, ifany. would be uppiecialed within 3 weeks. As undesigned counsel foi WMI, I would 



Thomas L Tidwell, Forest Service, U.S. Departmenl ol" Agriculture 
December 18,2012 
Page 2 

appreciate a copy ofany commenis you may file 

Your comments will be considered by die STB in evaluating the environmental and/or 
historic preservations impacls ofthe contemplated action. To Ihc extent such a comment is 
received before WMI files this Noiice of Exemption, your feedback will be included in WMFs 
Report filed with the STB. If WMJ receives a copy of youi comments after filing iis Notice of 
Exemption and this accompanying Report, ii will ensure the STB is made aware of your 
comment 

As noted in the E&WR. WMI does not anticipate Lhai the proposed abandonment will 
result in any adverse environmental or hislonc impacts. Fuitheimorc, based on infoimalion m 
our possession, the Line does not contain federally-granted lighis-of-way. Any documcniaiion in 
the railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it. Unless you 
respond otherwise, we will assume you concur with WMI's judgment that the proposed 
abandonmeni will not result in any adverse environmental or historic impacts. 

If (here are any questions concerning this inquiry, please contact me, WMI's 
representative, by mail ai: Robert A. Wimbish, Baker 8L Miller. PLLC, 2401 Pennsylvania 
Avenue. NW. Suite 300, Washington. DC 20037; by FAX: (202) 663-7849; by e-mail: 
rwimbish@bakerandmiller.com; or by TEL (202) 663-7824. 

Sincerely. 

Robert A Wiinbish 
Counsel for West Michigan Railroad Company 

Enclosure 

mailto:rwimbish@bakerandmiller.com
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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket Nn. AB-1107X 

WEST MICHIGAN RAILROAD CO. 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN VAN BUREN COUNTY, MI 

CONSOLIDATED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

EXHIBIT 4 - COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS (STRUCTURES) AND 
OTHER SUPPORTING MATERIAL 

ISUPPLIEI) TO MICHIGAN STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFiCE] 



Milepost 23.2 Lawrence 
View - East 

Milepost 23.2 Lawrence 
View - South 



Milepost 79.8 Paw Paw 
View - North 

Milepost 29.8 Paw Paw 
View - South 



^ f ' Milepost 29.8 Paw Paw 
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IN VAN BUREN COUNTY, Ml 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

DRAFT NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 



OEPARTMl-NT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Surface Transporlalion Board 

I Docket No AB I107XJ 

West Michigan Railroad Co—^Abandonmeni Exemption—In Van Buren Couniy. MI 

Wcsi Michigan Railroad Co. (WMI) filed on January 8. 2013. a verilled noiice of 

exemption under 49 C.I-'.R. pari 1152 subpait F-Exempt Abandonincnis lo abandon 

approximately 10.67 miles of iis railroad in Van Buren Couniy. Ml. The subjccl rail line extends 

from mileposi 19.88 (west oflhe Line's cros.sing of 56"' Sinsci. near Lawrence, Ml) lo mileposi 

30.55 (cast ofKalamazoo Sirccl in Paw Paw. Ml). The line traverses Uniied Slates Postal 

Scr\'icc Zip Codes 49064 and 49079 

WMI has ccnifled that' ( I ) no local iraffic has moved over ihc line for al least 2 years: 

(2) there is no ovei head tniffic on ihe subjeci line because ihe subjeci line is noi a "through line;*' 

(3) no fornul complaint filed by a user of rail ser\'iee on ihe line (or by a slaie or local 

governmcnl cniiiy acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over ihe line 

either is pending with ihe Surface Transporlalion Board (Boaixl) or wilh any U.S. Distncl Court 

or has been decided in favor of complainant wuhin ihc 2-year period, nnd (4) the requiremenis ai 

49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(c) (environmenial report). 49 CF R § 1105 11 (iransmiital Idler). 

49C.F.R.§ ll05.l2(ncw.spapcrpuhlicaiion).and49C.F.R § 1152.50(d)(1) (notice lo 

governmcnial agencies) have been met 

As u condition lo this exemption, any employee adversely alfecied by ihe abandonmeni 

shall be piolccled under Qre^on Short Line Railroad—Abandonment Portion Goshen Branch 

Between Firth & Ammon. in Binuham ct: Bonneville Counlies. Idaho. 360 l.C.C. 91 (1979). To 



address whether this condition adequately protects afTccied employees, a pctilion foi partial 

rcvocaiion under 49 U.S.C. § 10502(d) musi be filed 

Provided no formal expivssion of inieni to file an olTer of llnancial a.ssislancc (OFA) has 

been received, this exemption will he efTeclive un l-'cbruar>' 27.2013, unless stayed pending 

reconsideration. Petitions to stay thai do not involve environmental issues.^ Ibnnul expressions 

of inleni to file nn OFA under 49 C l-'.R § 1152.27(c)(2).-' and trail use/rail banking requests 

under 49 C.F.R. § 1152 29 must be filed by .2013 Petitions to reopen or requests for 

public u.se conditions under 49 C F R. § 1152 28 must be llled by . 2013, wilh the 

Surface Tiiin.sportalion Boarxl. 395 E Sircci. S.W . Washinglon. DC 20423-0001 

A copy ofany petition filed wilh the Board should be seni lo WMFs reprcsentutivc: 

William A Mullins. Baker & Miller PLLC. 2401 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. suite 300. 

Washington, DC 20037 

If the veiified noiice coniains false oi misleading information, the exemption is void ab 

initio 

WMI has filed a combined environmenial nnd historic report which addresses the effects, 

ifany, of ihc abandonmeni on the environment and historic rc.sources OEA will issue nn 

environmental n.ssessment (EA) by . Inicrcsicd pci.sons may obtain a copy of ihc 

EA by writing lo OEA (Room 1100. Surface Tran.sporiation Boai-d. Washington, DC 20423-

^ The Board will grant a stay if an informed decision on environmcninl issues (whether rui.scd by 
a party or by the Board's OlTice of Environmental Analysis (OEA) in its independent 
investigation) cannot be made before the exemption's effective dale. See Exeniolion of Oul-of-
Serv. Rail Lines. 5 I.C C.2d 377 (1989). Any request for n slay should be filed ns soon as 
possible so ihnt the Board may lake appiopriaie aclion before the exemption's effective dale 

- Each OI-'A must be accompanied by the filing fee. which is currenily set at $1,600. See 
Regulaiions Governiim Fees for Servs. Performed in Conncciion wilh Licensing & Related 
Servs.—2012 Update EP 542 (Sub-No 20) (STB served July 27. 2012). and 49 
CF.R.§ 1002.2(0(25) 



0001) or by calling OEA. ai (202) 245-0305 | Assistance for the hearing impaired is available 

thiough the l-'edcral Information Relay Service (FIRS) ni 1-800-877-8339.) Comments on 

environmental nnd historic prescr\'unon matters must be filed within 15 days after the EA 

becomes nvailnble to the public. 

Environmcntnl. historic preserx'ntion. public use, oi trail use/rail bunking conditions will 

be imposed, wheic appropriate, hi a subsequent decision 

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R § 1152.29(c)(2). WMI shall file n notice of 

consummation with the Board to signify that it has exercised the authority granted and fully 

abandoned ihe line If consummation has not been effected by WMI's filing of a notice of 

consumniniion hy Fcbrunr>' 27, 2014. and therc nrc no legal or regulntory barriers to 

consummaiion. the authority to abandon will automatically expire. 

Board decisions and notices are nvuilablc on oui website at "WWW STB.DO'l'.GOV " 

Decided: ^ . 

By the Boaixl. Rachel D Campbell. Direcior. OlTice of Proceedings. 


